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FeaTures oF Goob Book REVIEWS

Invi

g lead: introduce the main character or a favorite character
ask a question of the reader
quote from the book
summarize the plot
describe the theme(s) of the book '
Use a first-person voice: |
Introduce the main character and relevant details about his or her life
Tell the main character’s problem
Tell the main character’s cmotions
Provide a bricf background into the relationships among the characters
Summarize the plot of the book
Hint at the resolution of the plot (but never reveal it)
Tell the genre
“Tell if the book is a prequel, sequel, o part of a serics
Tell the reviewer's opinions and reactions
Tell how the reviewer read the book
Tell the range of feclings the reviewer experienced
Allude to the theme(s) of the book

Recommend what kind of reader (e.g., by age, gender, genre, author
preferences) would enjoy the book

Refer to the title and author by name within the review
Provide relevant biographical information about the author
Use rich, accurate adjectives to describe the writing

Make comparisons to other books o authors

Ask questions of the reader

Mention an author's choices, ¢.g., narrative voice and point of view, usc of
flashbacks and flashforwards, fast pace, realistic dialogue, visual imagery,
significant conflicts, important themes, convincing character
development

Conclude purposcfully, often with an emphatic recommendation
Stick to a length of two-three paragraphs; a word-length range of 160-215
words

Include all the necessary garnish: title, author, publisher, copyright date,
number of pages, price, ISBN number, and the reviewer’s name, grade,
school, town, and state

Usually begin with a planning sheet





