[image: ]

[image: ]
image1.jpeg
A Deep Dive Into the Plastic Bag Crisis

M v i i
ay 28", 2018, a National Geographic article states that a small male pilot whale was

avert the environment from being harmed further. We could all help save lives of many species

Our usage of plastic one-use shopping bags have costs that the majority of people don’t
even fecogmze we are dealing with. Plastic bags tend to get entangled in the recycling
machinery. Therefore, most recycling facilities will not accept them due to the fact that they
could potentially demolish their machinery that they don’t have the money to repair. These
facilities could pay up to one million dollars a year just to remove the plastic bags from the
recycling stream. Someone also always ends up paying the costs of dealing with the waste of
these plastic bags. Various costs include consistent waste collection of the plastic bags scattered
amongst roads or blown away from landfills. The predicted cost of the cleanup for a single bag is
about seventeen cents, and guess who ends up paying? Us. Taxpayers end up paying 88 dollars a
year on unnecessary plastic bag waste which people think is free of all costs. (Greentumble)

Another valid argument is that our environment is being harmed bag by bag in more than
one particular way. First off, plastic bags never break down. The frequently used plastic bag is
petroleum-based and made up of resistant synthetic polymers. These bags can take up to one
thousand years to throughly degrade in natural environments. (Greentumble) They may never
degrade! Dispersing into microscopic pieces is as close to degrading these bags will ever obtain.
Regardless, these pieces are invisible to the human eye, they are indestructible and are
everywhere, including the food chain. In 2001, researchers already found that thAe extent of
microscopic plastic fragments in the North Pacific Central Gyre was six times h:gl}ﬂ than
plankton. (Greentumble) The supply of places that the plastic bags have travelled is at so much
of an extreme that it’s made its way into the depths of Mariana’s Trench. Yeah, you heard me
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0 bed iple species, including yourself! These wasteful products are a
crmc_al issue for turtles especially, including the much endangered leather-back turtle, As the
plastic bag§ hovering in the ocean resemble jellyfish, these turtles are deceived to thir;k that
they’re eating their prey when really it’s a plastic bag. A study in 2013 shows that up to 35% of
turtle deaths were caused by plastic ingestion and that this percent will increase every year.
(Greentumble) Sadly, turtles aren’t the only animal being troubled by these items of plastic
waste. Plastic bags are commonly mistaken for food by many species and animals in our
environment. When they consume plastic, it congests the digestive tract of these animals. That
can lead to infection, painful intestinal blockage, starvation or death from suffocation. Creatures

can also become entangled in plastic debris. An abundance of cases show that birds get captured

in the bags, making them unable to fly or feed. They can eventually strangle themselves to death.
Micro plastics have made their way into our bodies through tap water, seafood and some other

ways. They were even found in soft drinks like Coca Cola! Scientists are unsure about how our
metabolism and immunity will reply to these plastic particles contaminating our bodies. If we
obtain plastic in our bodies, it can influence the absorption of important trace elements, such as
iron. These bags accommodate hormonal-disrupting toxins that may affect the health of your
kidneys and other organs. The pile up of plastic debris in the water channels can boost the
amount of water-borne diseases in many of the Asian cities containing blockage. This occurs
because the toxins remain stranded in one place within the water channels. (Greentumble)

we should cut out our usage of plastic bags. We need to comprehend that

In conclusion, : n
Taking action will be

convenience shouldn’t ever surpass the importance of our envi.ronfnent. actics
what makes a change before it’s too late. As an example of an option to help this crisis, buya

reusable bag. Reusable bags can be a lot bigger and may last up to fom.' years. If you’rel really
worried about that 28, remember all the things that could be at hazard if you buy that single-use

plastic bag. Surely you've concluded that your “free” plastic bag isn’t so free after all.




